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EXx. 5 - Deliberative Process

History

e Saint-Gobain Performance Plastics Corporation (SGPP) and prior owners of the plant,
including DuPont, used PFOA to manufacture products there, including heat-resistant wiring,
dating back decades. SGPP purchased the plant in 1999 becoming the fifth owner of the
facility since it opened in 1956. The France-based company also owns another manufacturing
plant. SGPP processes fluoropolymers at the Hoosick Falls Facility that were made with
PFOA. Since 2003, SGPP has participated in the industry's voluntary PFOA phase-out effort
by purchasing raw materials with decreasing levels of PFOA as an ingredient.

e EPA is investigating other sources of PFOA in Hoosick Falls.

e Four samples collected from the public water supply in Hoosick Falls on June 4, 2015, which
serves about 4,900 people, were found to contain more than 600 ppt (ng/L) PFOA,
exceeding EPA's "provisional health advisory" of 400 parts per trillion (0.4 ppb).
Additionally, 2015 groundwater sampling at the SGPP facility on McCaffrey Street in
Hoosick Falls found levels as high as 18,000 ppt. Certain private wells in the area have also
shown the presence of PFOA, though not at levels above 400 ppt, as far as EPA is aware.

e Soil sample results for PFOA were obtained in conjunction with development of the wells.
The soils showed very low levels of PFOA.

e The EPA is recommending people not drink or cook with water from the municipal water
supply due to the presence of PFOA.

e SGPP is paying for bottled water for residents. The company has said it would pay for
upgrades to the water treatment plant that would almost eliminate any PFOA, a project
estimated at $2.2 million.

e TSCA 8(e) notice was submitted to EPA by Saint-Gobain on December 30, 2014 after SGPP
was made aware of PFOA measurements conducted by the Village of Hoosick Falls in three
wells used to supply drinking water to the community.

e A follow-up 8(e) submission was sent on November 17, 2015 on additional analysis by

SGPP undertook a Phase I Investigation at SGPP's Hoosick Falls Facility to determine
whether PFOA was present in soil or groundwater underneath the Facility.
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e OW update: The perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS) Health Effects Document (HED) that
contain the reference dose (RfD) needed to calculated the lifetime health advisory value is
with the EPA internal reviewers. PFOA HED is planned to be completed this week and then
sent to internal reviewers.

e Region sent letter to Village Mayor on 11/25/15:
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URITED BTATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REQION &
A0 BRGADWRY
PEW YORK, NY 100071868

WOV 2 5 w15

Honorable Mavor David B. Borge
Municipal Building

24 Main Street

Hoosick Falls, NY 12090

Dear Mayor Borge:

1 am writing rewrdiag the perfluoronctanoic actd (PFOA) water contamination that has been

“““ water and drinking wader in the Village of Hoogick Falls, NY. On
Uf:mbtﬁr Eaﬁ 3@1 3, was comacted about the problem with the Hoosick Falls public water supply
and was asked if Amding from the U.S. Enviroronental Protection Agency {EPA) was available
to address this drinking water probdem.

EPA does not have a funding streass © which the Village could apply in this situation. & more
detailed response will be provided shortly, In sommary, EPA provides Safe Drinking Water Act
State Revolving Funds o New York Stae o address drinking water needs. FPA’s Bafe Drinking
Water Act Staie Revolving Fund Program is boplemented by the New York State Department of
Health (DO}

Becanse of PFOA s extrome persistence in the enviromment and its toxieity, mobility and
bicaccilation potential, which pose potential adverse effects to human bealth and the
envirornment, EFA has been gathering information regarding the Hoosick Falls PFOA
contaninstion and has been disenssing this matter with DO and the New York Siate
Depariment of Epvironmental Conservation (DEC), While EPA has not, to date, promulgated an
entforceable drinking water standard for PFOA under the Safe Drinking Water Act, in 2009,
EPAs Office of Water established a provisional health advisory of 400 nanograms per liter, that
is, 400 parts per twillion {ppt), for PFOA.

Provisional health advisories reflect reasonable, health-based hazard concentrations above which
action should be taken to reduce exposure to unregalated contaminants in drinking water. In
2014, EPA siated that its provisional health advisory for PROA, i excesded, sugpests the need
for discominuing use of the water for drinking or cooking: and that the advi cflects an

- amount of PFOA that may cawse adverse health effects in the short term {(weeks to months).

5 trisrin drinking pha.
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* An additional BRA fact a}fwi a’mm PFOA can m foumd ot

04 D ad ds emndesed, Please nots
ﬁzm SRA I currently reviewing the state f:st the science on PROA snd other perfluorinated
compoands, which may lesd to further advisories, including sn advisory addrewsing longterm
henlth effects,

Ax v koow, Tour samples collected Trom the public water supply In Hoosick Falls on June 4,
20158 were found 1w contain mone then 800 ppt of PFOA. Additionalily, 2003 groundwater
sampling st the Saint-Oobaly Performancs Plastios Boility on MeCallrey Street in Hoosick Falls
found lovels ax high as 18000 ppt. Certaln private wells In the sres e slso shown the presencs
of PROA, thoueh not ot levels shove 400 pot, s Tar b BPA s aware,

Hased oo the prosenes of PFOA shove 400 pptin Hoosiok Palls public deinking water supply
wells, it s peommuended et an alisrnae deinking water somee {ep, boitled water) be pmvézﬁmi
1 the users of the Hoosick Falls public winer supply, wntil such thme ss PFOA comvenirstions in
érm&mg water are bmugizt ws&»mtmiiv buimw ‘z}w 42%{} gzg*si Immz ??:& »aizso nwmmﬁrxéa %&z&

g%ommai %zs,aﬁ%z m}g a&%ﬁé;étéﬁ xxzt%; th» ?’?0 >%

ERA recommends that the Village of Hooslck Falls”™ web site be updated 1o comform with the
fufrrmation provided shove, and that any information provided 1o the rexdderas by the Village
rehting 1o the water contandnation Issue be consiatent with this informution s well, While e
Village's web siwe does mention an EPA “puideling” of 00 ppt for PPOA, we repommend that
the information the § have provided ghove regarding EPA e 400 ppdt provizionad health sdvisery,
and the significance of that sdvisory, slong with the shove Interoet Hoks, be inchuded in the web
wite’s Gsonmsion of The waier contarmination issus,

In sddition, BPA reconumends the following comections o the Village s web sl

»  The web site Incorrestly oites 5 200 ppt guddeline o PROA. The 200 pp provisionsd

health advizory thar BRA issued is for o diffrent compound PPFOR™), not PFOA.

¥ The web site comtains the stelement, “The EPA b in the dute oollection phase only” We
secommend that seotenos be deletesd, While EPA i pathering dets aboagt PROA o public
water systomms, EPA has aloe esued aoprovisionsl health advisory, as dlscussed ahove,

»  The following sentenoss o the Vill
shonald be aware that the mumbe
wuidelines wox based on pearts por |

determine how these numbers are to %}a@ i %m;:s;,ei.,e § .§,m* %}mr gmp&»s a1 pubizg: bmizh

disonssed shove, EPAs provisional health adwisory for PFOA 15 400 parts per 'i:iziimao
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In mddition w ensuring the scowracy of the information provided to the public, appropriate
measures in gmmz&wzw aond drinking water contmmination situations such as this one may
wnchude, among other things, some or all of the fSllowing setions, whether such measues are
taken by the Village, by an antity thet is the source of the contindnation, or by scene other party:

Public snd private deioking water supplies

*  As s temporary measure until a more persnanent, safe drinking water supply is provided,
prowvision of bottled water o residents In the impacted and potentially tmpacted area;

s Booourage the private well pwoers o identily themsebves and sign up Bor well sampling
1o determine whether contassination s present;

» Adfter obraining approval from the Departroont of Heslth, installation, operation and
rmintenance of » treatment system on the public water supply thet will effectively trom
PEOA {granuler sctivated carbon Gliration i3 one such svstem);

&2}@3 xmiw wmw,

+  Ensuring the financial capability to support the cost of the granular activaied carbon

vgm‘%z}m LV §$ mx:i w f§§x‘3€§°ﬁ t%}gfz _gt}mmsz}‘ maﬁmm systom in taken offfine

* o private well I confirmed fo have PPOA cortamination a1 & level of 400 ppt or above,
then bottled water should be provided to that residence, followed by 2 more permanent
solution — Le., either ap individual treatment svstem (such as 2 Polnt of Batry Tregiment
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»  Reguler monitoring of the tmpacted private wells, and based on & groundwiter plume
delinestion or other appropriste information, sampling of certain additional private wells,
{”{cs dade, DHOH has done swne essential, Hmited sampling of private devinking water wells
inn the gren 1o determing whether the wells e impacted by PFOA st lovels of concern,
There peads to be a commitment to do substentially more privare well sampling}

Inaddition, BPA will work with DEC and DOH with respect to the need for the Hollowing
eiforts, which would be dirsetly overseen by EPA vr the State of New York, based on fubure
disvossions with the Se

of the contamination

w Suchoan vestigation may inelude s hxxﬁmami%ami study %;1‘;&%;@&;:3&
marallation and sampling of groundwaier m ; . sediment and

surios water sampling, review of historios] records and d&mhg sk, o otheer

fvvestipatinns and analvses; and

o Modeling of sl deposition from PFOA air emissions,

#  ldemtification snd fmplementation of one or more serdy Interhm measures

e Such interbm measures may nvolve sddressing the potontisd sourcels) andfor
comtaining the proumdwater contamint plume.

#  Feanibdl

oy Suady and Remadd

o Rlentifoation and analvais of potential albenatives o remediste the
groundwater comamdnation, the souwrcels) of the contamination, s any other
oopdaminted avess and

o Seleetion and tmplemeniation of o remedial shenwtive(s)

*  Bameding in Heosick Biver, inchuding fish

§ understand that Saine-Gobain Perfirmeancs Plastics has apreed to pay for the provigion of
hodtled water (o residents and the tstellation of g carbon filtration system o the public drinking
water supply, As ndivated shove, there wre additional hnporiant measures thet need 1o be
addrensed.

$as
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Hvou have any guestions or would Hke additional information about any of the matiers
dizcussed shove, pleass comtast mme gt 2128373000 or Pat Evangelists st 2126374447 o

svangelisiap
Thank vou
Sincerely yours,
5
{ }%A ek £ ﬁ gw WM
e

g‘” # dudith A Eack

e Rppdonal Administrator
Enclosure

cer Nathan Graber, BYSDOH
Baxil Segpos, WYSDEC
Honorabde Kathy Jimiog, Rensselaer County Executive

¢

e On 1/5/16 EPA sent the following list of suggested actions to St Gobain’s Lawyers and the
New York State Department of Health to guide negotiations:[ EMBED
AcroExch.Document.11 ]
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